
 

 

 

 

 

 

Vision for Our Church During COVID-19 

 

If you would have told me six weeks ago that it wouldn’t be safe to gather for worship, I wouldn’t have 
believed you. Like the disciples who traveled to Emmaus after Jesus’s resurrection, our church is 
traveling together with Jesus into the unknown (Luke 24:15-35). The good news is that we have each 
other, and even if we don’t realize it, Jesus is walking with us.  

The environment is different, but our mission as a church is the same. We are called to “live so that all 
may know Jesus.” We are called to live out our vows of membership through prayers, presence, gifts, 
service, and witness, but the way we live out these vows is going to look different. I have seen God 
every day in the members of our church who are working together to creatively reach new people for 
Jesus during this unique time. I’d like to share with you the vision for our church during COVID-19.  

Prayers  

Our Administrative Council is asking our 
congregation and community to spend time 
every day praying for the most vulnerable 
members of our community during this 
pandemic. I have heard stories of congregants 
calling and praying with families who have 
contracted COVID-19. Members of our church 
have told me they are spending more time than 
ever praying for the grocery store workers, mail 
carriers, and medical staff in our community who 
are continuing to serve us during the pandemic.   
 
Through prayer our Administrative Council 
decided to form a task force to determine how to 
come alongside those most vulnerable. This is one way of making a significant difference in the lives of 
our community members during this challenging time. This task force learned that there are 350 plus 
students stuck on the UCM campus during this pandemic, many of whom depend on hourly jobs to buy 
essential things like groceries. In just one day, the Campus Cupboard served 92 students, depleting 
its food supply. To make sure our students had plenty of food to eat, our task force encouraged our 
congregation and community to donate directly to the Campus Cupboard.  
 
Thanks to donations from members of the First United Methodist Church, UCM’s Campus Cupboard 
has been able to supply free food for college students still in town.  Beth Rutt, Director of Student 

                                                   
  
 

 

First 

United Methodist Church 

141 E. Gay St., Warrensburg, MO 64093       660.747.8158         www.umcburg.org 

Living That All May Know Jesus 
May, 2020                                            Vol. XXV 

  

  

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP                                                                                                                
 

Worship with us online 
Sunday morning 

 on Facebook 9:30am. 



Activities at UCM, said she has deposited $2,930, “from some great Methodist supporters.” Beth was 
able to purchase ground turkey, hot dogs, tuna, cereal and soup. Students are definitely using 
Campus Cupboard. Beth said on April 8 they saw 42 students in the first 30 minutes they were open. 
Because of your generosity, the pantry has been able to provide food to an average of 147 students a 
week during the pandemic. Let’s continue to lift up those most vulnerable in our community every day 
in prayer.  
 

Presence 

Although it is unsafe to gather, we are able to stay connected through online worship. Our 
Administrative Council is asking all of us to worship one time a week online. Each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 
we are worshipping together on our church Facebook page. Several families have recommended 
getting dressed up and sitting together without distractions to worship on Sunday mornings as a way 
of staying connected to Jesus and our community of faith during this challenging season. Making time 
for worship is so important for reducing anxiety and holding on to hope. If you have any questions 
about how to access worship at home, contact our church office. We would be happy to help you 
connect.  

Many of our small groups have continued to connect, read scripture, and pray together through Zoom 
calls online.  

Gifts 

Thank you for continuing to give to how God is changing the world through our church! God is 
changing lives every day through you, the members of this church. Our finance committee is 
watching our cash position closely. We are still reviewing information, but we can say that giving has 
remained strong and we are in a strong financial position as a church. The Administrative Council 
voted to apply for the Payroll Protect Plan as a possible source of funding during this season. Thanks 
to the diligent work of our finance committee we received confirmation that our application was 
accepted. We will be receiving $30,500 in economic stimulus funds.   

Our staff are connecting new people to Jesus. Our children and young family ministry team are 
engaging families through phone calls, online Bible lessons, and providing resources for parents to 
disciple their kids at home. Our custodian Chuck is taking advantage of less foot traffic to deep clean 
the church and wax the floors. We are going to have the cleanest church you’ve ever seen when we 
gather again for that first Sunday back! 



Service 

Our Administrative Council is asking everyone in our church and community to call one person every 
day, check in on them and ask, “What can we pray for?” I have heard stories of how these calls are 
helping people in our community stay encouraged during isolation, financial pressure, and anxiety.  



Our Congregational Care Team has been making phone calls every day and sending cards to stay 
connected to those in nursing homes and those experiencing health issues. A big thanks to Wanda 
Dahman who has sent out over one hundred personal cards in the past several weeks.  

I’ve heard stories about people in our 
church getting to know their neighbors 
more than ever through these calls. People 
have been working out practical problems 
like lawn mowing and food delivery. These 
calls led to Steve Mills researching the 
stored medical supplies in our church 
basement and facilitating the donation of 
over 700 face masks to the Western 
Missouri Medical Center to protect our 
doctors and nurses as they protect us. I 
called one member of our church on the 
phone who told me how emotionally difficult 
it has been to live alone and be isolated 
during the pandemic. He told me that the 
phone calls he had received from 
congregants meant the world to him. They 
were a reminder of Christ’s presence in his 
life. He was so encouraged by the calls you 
all have been making that he has started to 
call other people to encourage them and 
pray.  

Witness 

Now more than ever the Warrensburg and 
Johnson County community needs Jesus. 
With the stress and anxiety, people are 
more hungry now than ever to experience 
the hope that comes from a relationship 
with Christ. This is an opportunity for our 
community of faith to be a light of hope to 
our neighbors in a dark time. A few ways 
that we can witness our faith in Jesus 

include sharing our newsletters and worship services with neighbors, friends, and family. Pastor John, 
the chaplain at the Missouri Veterans Home in Warrensburg, told me that Bill Brame, a member of our 
church, was so excited about the newsletter he received that he was sharing this encouraging 
resource with the other people in his hallway. One of my uncles organized a Zoom call on Easter 
Sunday for the extended members of our family to worship together online. I have seen our church 
members sharing our worship services on their personal Facebook pages. Now more than ever Jesus 
needs us to share with people outside of our church that they are loved and cared for by God. No one 
living has ever experienced something like this, but our mission is the same; “Living so that all may 
know Jesus.” 

Pastor Peter 

 



Centenarian Offers Words of Comfort During Pandemic 

This is not Lucille Ellson’s first pandemic. In the century 
since she was born just weeks prior to the 1918 flu 
pandemic onset, Ellson has come to know a few things 
about navigating challenging times. A lot of that 
knowledge, she says, she learned at United Methodist 
churches. 

“Being brought up in a faith family, it was part of me and it 
built something into me so that I knew during all of these 
difficult times that I would be protected,” Ellson says. 
“There is no sense in worrying because God gives you the 
strength you need to get through those tough times.” 

Born into the Cradle Roll at Laurens United Methodist 
Church, the 102-year-old Iowa native says she “always went to church and Sunday School and the whole 
works,” adding that she also attended church camp at Lake Okoboji. As an adult, she chaired ladies circles, 
mission committees and youth groups.  

“When I think about my whole life, I think being in church has taught me my whole value system. Be kind and 
share, be helpful and compassionate,” she says. “All of that you learn in church more than any place else.” 

Ellson has had more than a few occasions to live by the lessons she learned in church, with a litany of tough life 
experiences that include the Great Depression, World War II, her son’s severe health challenges, her 
husband’s passing eight years ago at age 104, and now, the coronavirus pandemic. 

Recently, Ellson, a member at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church in Orlando, Florida, had the unique 
opportunity to share her perspective on a national scale when she was interviewed by the Washington Post.   

“I’ve been through so many things,” Ellson said in the Post article. “To cope with this virus and all that’s going 
on, I would tell people to not get stressed about planning far ahead. You can’t do it. A long time ago, I started 
making a list every morning of what I had to do. It was the only thing I could control, and I stuck to it, you hear 
me?” 

Ellson continues to be a list maker and she recommends others do the same.  

“Do what you can in your own little spot that you’re in,” she suggests. “Telephoning people, sending them 
cards, let them know you’re thinking of them. I think a lot of people need that.” 

Her list also regularly includes Zoom video calls with her children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren, as 
well as making meals and baking desserts that she leaves on her front porch for nearby family members.   

“I’m not in control of the virus, but God is going to see us through,” she says. “It’s all going to straighten out 
and life will go on. 

“Thinking that God is there with me helps me get through each day.” 

 

 

http://www.laurensumc.org/site/cs/index.asp
http://www.laurensumc.org/site/cs/index.asp
http://www.st.lukes.org/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2020/04/05/centenarian-coronavirus-1918-flu-depression-world-war-2/


FROM THE FOOD CENTER 
 
We are hanging in there. We are not seeing a huge increase in our number, but the makeup has changed. 
 
Many of our Seniors are staying home. I have called and check on several car buddy groups and they have 
said their kids have forbade them getting out. They said they were okay for now. Many Seniors I have spoken 
to are having someone else pick up their food.  
 
For those who brave the trip, we are asking everyone to park in front of the Food Center and we will come to 
them with a preloaded cart of food and commodities. We stay 6 feet away, and we load up their trunk. 
 
We have seen an increase in new people. Since no one is going inside the Food Center right now, we are just 
asking for basic information (name, address and family size). We will get the rest of the info needed when this is 
over. 
 
Because there is so much uncertainty about how long the virus lives on surfaces, we are not accepting 
donations (food or bags) from unknown sources (that's everybody but Harvesters, grocery stores and an egg 
farmer). Obtaining the food we need has been hit and miss. Aldi is unable to sell us the numbers we need, but 
Bi Lo has really come through. Although, we almost had to pay over $3.00 per dozen eggs before a cheaper 
source was found! 
 
Right now, monetary donations would be very much appreciated.  
 
As to volunteers, we are using a core group from Sacred Heart and First Presbyterian (April is their shared 
month). We are keeping ourselves exposed to the same set of people, wearing masks and gloves and sanitizing 
surfaces like crazy! 
 
Please let everyone know we are still open and are trying to balance the need to keep volunteers safe with the 
increasing need of food for Johnson county residents. 
 
For more info, check out our website: foodcenterjoco.com. 

 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 
U.M.W. meetings for May have been cancelled. Since there are no meeting during the summer months, the 
next meetings will take place in September! 
 

GRADUATES RECOGNITION 
 
Next month’s newsletter will feature our high school and college graduates! If you have a grad, please send us 
a good photo and basic information about the graduate (i.e. college plans, career plans, etc.). Thanks! 

The Food Pantry always needs us!  Hunger takes no vacation, especially right now!!! 

http://foodcenterjoco.com/


 BIRTHDAYS  
Renee Crouch   1 May 
Olivia Harrison  1 May 
Kinsley Wiltse  1 May 
Morgan Anderson  2 May 
Bob Cochran   2 May 
Greg Hassler   2 May 
Laverne McCulloch   2 May 
Peggy Province  2 May 
Kourtenay Wirthwein  3 May 
Nancy Gregg  4 May 
Jim Baile  6 May 
Nolan Kennedy  6 May 
Abigail Brown   7 May 
John Kennedy  9 May 
Norris Waller  11 May 
Zaely Plunkett  12 May 
Betsy Ridenhour   12 May 
Alicia Chaloupka   13 May 
Courtney Blaszczyk   14 May 
Sue Engelmann   14 May 
Olivia Metge   14 May 
Denise Carr  15 May 
Cameron Holmes  16 May 
Morgan Humphrey   18 May 
Larry Kratz   18 May 
Chuck Linville  18 May 
Trevor Martin  18 May 
Vicki Ollison   19 May 
Sherry Printz  19 May 
Collin Braun   20 May 
Barb Messer   21 May 
Debra Thompson   21 May 
Jean Peter  22 May 
Dale Carder  23 May 
Katelyn Helmig   23 May 
LIndsay King   23 May 
Candy Stephens   23 May 
Matthew Wildman   23 May 
Karla Guier  24 May 
Gary Larson   25 May 
Sharon Muir  25 May 
Betiina Christie   26 May 
Earl Karas   26 May 
Justin Baker   28 May 
Logan Carter  28 May 
Addilyn & Bryleigh Wiltse   28 May 
Kaylin Martin  30 May 
 

  
 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 
John & Dee Kitterman  1 May 
Tom & Connie Gale  5 May 
Arley & Gaynal Taylor  6 May 
Mike & Laura Smith  12 May 
Bob & Ginger Cochran  24 May 
Gary & Dixie Larson  24 May 
Harvey & Earlene Christie 30 May 
Richard & Karin Smith  30 May 
Jerry & Judy Murray  30 May 

 

 
 
OUTREACH TEAM 

Help us keep in touch with our Care Center and 
Homebound members through visits, cards or 
calls. Vicki Ollison is leading this effort and 
welcomes all interested volunteers. Contact her 
at (660)-362-0044 or email 
eagle11@charter.net. 
 
MINISTRY IN MOTION DRIVERS 
We are in need of additional drivers for this 
important ministry! Please contact Chuck 
Linville to help out! 

mailto:eagle11@charter.net

