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    Psalm 1 opens the first of the five books 
of the Psalms by inviting us into the 
guidance that God offers us in our lives. 
Happy are those who do not follow the 
advice of the wicked, or take the path that 
sinners tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers; 
Psalm 1:1 
 Several times in my life I’ve realized some 
of my friends weren’t offering advice that I 

wanted to follow. They weren’t bad people, but I remember 
important moments when I realized that people I was 
associating with weren’t pursuing the same values as I was. I 
grew to have the strength to follow my own values.  
    Later, when I was living in Dallas, each day my roommates 
and I would pray part of a Psalm. It was amazing to see how 
much we grew in our spiritual lives and our emotional 
intelligence over months and years of praying the Psalms. The 
guidance that God offers is what will continue to bring us back 
home to safety as we face sin and challenges in life. 
    This is the Fourth of July weekend, and it’s always a joy to 
celebrate the independence of the United States from Great 
Britain. I love the hope that the United States is founded on. At 
our best, we aren’t a country of scoffers as described in the 
Psalms. At our best we are a country that trusts that through 
God’s help we can make this world look more like the kingdom 
of God.  
    As we continue reading, Psalm 1:2 says, “Their delight is in 
the law of the Lord, and on his law they meditate day and 
night.”  Each week we provide suggested daily scripture 
readings to encourage each of us to “meditate day and night” 
on the “law of the Lord.” Reading a Psalm each day before you 
go to sleep will change your life. It will provide calm assurance 
and draw you closer to God. 
   Psalm 1:3 goes on to promise that those who make scripture 
a part of their daily lives “are like trees planted by streams of 
water, which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves do 

not wither. In all that they do, they prosper.”  
    We are being tested right now with everything going on in 
the country and in the world. The challenges are real. The hurt 
is real. But God is also real. The Psalms tell us that hope is what 
God offers us and that those who are grounded in the 
scriptures will weather the storm. 
    This pandemic has made us more aware than ever how 
important churches are in sharing the message of God’s hope 
in a world of challenge. If we continue to meditate on his word 
and ask God to guide our lives, we will not only survive; we 
will bear the fruit. New people will come to faith in Christ. We 
will share the hope that only God can give.  
    This first Psalm invites those who are overwhelmed and 
broken to lean on God’s strength. We may be weak today, but 
with God’s help and guidance, we can be like strong trees 
planted by streams of water. God will watch over us and we 
will get through this together.  
    
 

 
 

               
         Scriptures for the coming week 
       Monday            July 13: Psalm 42 
       Tuesday           July 14: Psalm 3  
 Wednesday     July 15: Psalm 13 
      Thursday         July 16: Psalm 34 
      Friday               July 17: Psalm 46 
       Saturday          July 18: Psalm 63 
 

                            Worship Service 
UMC-Burg is now open for church! Join us Sunday 
mornings at 8:30 or 11:00. Or, you can still join us on 
Facebook at 9:30 a.m. 
The Psalms, more than any other part of the Bible, express our 
deepest emotions and encourage us to bring them to God in 
prayer. Join us this summer for the sermon series “Summer in 
the Psalms” as we pray together through the Psalms. 

 

 

Prayer concerns from our church family  
Aura Tavernner, Judy Murray, Bill Brame, Donna Rosiere, 

Jaccie Blaszczyk, Linda Riddle, Camden Garcia, Peggy 

Province, Nita Woodrel, Charles Baile, Jim Hudson, Marcella 

Fleer and her brother Orville Welker, June Mellinger 

 

Birthdays for the coming week 
July 12:   Christi Cummings, Mary Jane Poynter 
July 13:   Mike Hutchko  
July 18:   Amber Ilnicky 
 

Anniversaries for the coming week 
July 12:  Paul and Nancy Gregg 
July 14:  Don and Mary Peterson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Preparing For Worship 

Our Church Family 

Summer in the Psalms: Psalm 1 

Pastor Peter Norton’s message notes from July 5, 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A huge thanks to the 
Holmes family for spending 
several hours July 4 
weeding the playground. 
Above: Evan. Top right: Ron 
and Cameron. Bottom right: 
the finished product. 
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    Many of us have memories of a humorous church story, a 
Jesus moment, an inspirational anecdote, a tale of faith and 
perseverance, or a godwink experience. We would love for you 
to share your story with us. This would be the perfect time, a 
small way to lift one another’s spirits and become closer as a 
congregation as we wonder what the future will bring.  
    You can email me your story or mail it to me in care of the 
church.  Do not stress if 
you are worried about 
your writing skills . . . or 
your spelling . . . or your 
uncertainty in using 
semicolons (They’re just 
used for winky faces, 
right?). That's what I’m 
here for—to use my 
English teacher skills to 
proofread! You can also 
feel free to call if you have 
any questions. I look 
forward to hearing from 
you!   carol@umcburg.org 
Carol Hassler 660-864-1458     
 
 
Recently I visited Joe Ewing, a 92-year-
old World War II vet and former 
rancher, who has a wealth of 
entertaining stories.  When he told me 
this one, I knew he had to share it.  

********** 
My aunt was a retired school teacher in 
Springfield, and she had acquired some 
rental properties. One of the properties 
was rented to an over-the-road truck driver and his family. 
They had a little boy who was a first grader that was as cute as 
a button, and she fell in love with this little boy.  My aunt 
taught Sunday school to an older class, and she wanted to 
know if this little boy would like to go to Sunday school. Well, 
he didn’t even know what Sunday school was. She explained 
to his mother, and the mother agreed.  
    My aunt would take this little boy to Sunday school, and on 
the way home she would quiz him as to what their lesson was 
about.  This little boy had quite the vivid imagination, and if he 
didn’t know he would just bluff his way through. This 
particular Sunday she said, “What was the lesson about 
today?”  
    The little boy said, “Well we talked about that guy that had a 
furnace and he had these three guys.” 
    She asked,” What were the three guys doing?”    
    The little boy said, “They just went in the furnace. They 
didn’t burn, they didn’t burn their clothes or anything.”  
    She said, “What were these guys’ names?”  
    He thought a little bit and he said, “My shack, your shack and 
a bungalow.” 

   August is UMC-Burg’s month to support the Food Pantry. You 
can help by donating food, sending a check to the church made 
out to FUMC with Food Pantry on the memo line, or 
volunteering to work at the Food 
Pantry in August.  More 
information on signing up to 
volunteer and the changes that 
have been made in distributing 
food is forthcoming. 
    A box will be in place in the atrium this Sunday for food 
donations.  You can drop off food Sundays at church or stop by 
the church during the week.  
    All donations are appreciated; however, here is a list of 
current needs: 
     pasta sauce, red or white 
     Minute rice (no regular) 
     canned vegetables 
     canned diced tomatoes (with onions, etc. are good, too) 
     canned ravioli (pasta and meat) 
     small jar of peanut butter, creamy preferred 
     peaches 
     larger size diapers (4,5,6, and pull-ups).  
For the homeless:  tuna in pouches                crackers 
                                    Gatorade type drinks       insect wipes.   
    Please, no mac ‘n’  cheese or soup. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Donate, Volunteer To Help Food Pantry Share Your Stories Of Faith And Fun 

This Week’s Story . . .  

Sign Up For The ROCK Service Day 
 

Where: The ROCK  
             305 S. Holden St. Warrensburg, MO  
When: July 18 from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM 
 
    The congregation and residents of The ROCK will 
be coming together to clean, organize, and revamp 
The ROCK! We want to make The ROCK into a 
place where we can house new and upcoming 
campus ministry! Bring work clothes, some gloves 
(some will be working outside doing landscaping) 
and a hard-working spirit! 

* Use this link for the Google form sign-up sheet* 
https://forms.gle/G5PXPUyzxfHTiDx66 

or email preston@umcburg.org 
 

 

https://forms.gle/G5PXPUyzxfHTiDx66

